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Toolkit: Juried Show Worksheet  
Use this worksheet to help you decide whether it’s worth it to enter a juried show or not. 
 
Research 
Artists are often the victims of scams and fraud. Research the venue, presenter and juror(s) before 
entering any show or contest, especially if you have not worked with them before and don’t know the 
parties directly.  
• Even if a gallery is above board, you want to make sure your work is a good fit with the show. Where 

you show your work can reflect positively or negatively on your reputation as an artist. 
• You have invested a great deal of time, energy and money into your work - you want to ensure it is 

handled properly and taken care of while in someone else’s hands. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of exhibition:  
 
Type of show/opportunity: 
 
Physical exhibition in brick and mortar gallery or other venue? 
Online exhibition? 
Includes listing in printed catalog, directory, or publication? 
Is listing guaranteed with entry or limited to artists selected through jurying process? ______________ 
(For printed publications, catalogs and directories, I recommend requesting a copy of a previous 
version before deciding whether or not to participate. You can follow up with some of the artists listed 
and ask about their experience.) 
 
Name and address of exhibition location (usually a gallery, art center, museum, etc.): 
 
Name and address of exhibition host if different from show venue : 
 
Name of contact person and email/phone: 
 
What is the exhibition history of the organization/venue? How many years in operation? : 
 
Are they a nonprofit or commercial gallery? 

  
What is their mission or focus?  
 
How many exhibitions do they mount per year? How many are juried exhibitions? 
  
Do they offer artist representation? If so, which artists do they represent?  
 
What kind of shows/artists do they exhibit? 
 
Is the gallery known for a particular style of work or medium?  
 
Does the gallery have a list of links to press articles about openings, exhibits, events, or reviews?   
If they do, are they mostly positive, mostly negative, or a mixed bag? 
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What is the gallery’s commission on sold works? (Usually a percentage, 50% is standard for 
commercial galleries) 
Ask the hive – if you are unsure about a gallery or show, ask your artist friends, Facebook groups or 
LinkedIn contacts what their experience has been 
 
Tips: 
You can check a nonprofit’s status by looking them up at https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/  
If you are not familiar with a venue and it is not convenient to visit before entering the exhibition, try 
searching in Google Maps and selecting “street view” to see what the gallery looks like on the outside if 
there are no images of the space on their website.  
 
 
Strategy 
If you were accepted and participate in this exhibition, what career goals will it likely help you 
achieve?  
 
Is the exhibition geared toward artists of your experience level? 
(Hobbyist, student, emerging, established, teaching artist, part time professional, full time professional, 
mid-career, late career, etc.) 
 
Art you at a point in your career where participating in this exhibition is likely to advance your career? 
If so, does it:  
• Add an important venue type, reputation, esteem, medium or cachet? 
• Utilize a well-known and respected juror/curator from major museum, or an academic or other art 

industry professional associated with my specific medium and style? 
• Leverage an important relationship you already have with a juror, an organization or gallery? 
 
Would participating in this exhibition help you meet current goals or distract you from current goals?  
 
What would you have to set aside A) to get the entry out in time and B) to get your work to the venue 
if it is accepted? Which is more important at the moment? 
 
Would inclusion in this exhibition be a more “valuable” show than those you have done before, would 
it be equal to it, or would it be a notch down or a step backward? 
 
Costs 
What are the actual costs to you if you participate? 
 
Entry fee: 
 
Photography, video or documentation (cost of materials you submit for review): 
 
Cost of framing, stretching canvas, mounting, etc. necessary for display for this show: 
 
Cost of DVDs, packaging, mailing, shipping, insurance, etc. required for entry (i.e. not an online 
submission)  
 
Cost of packaging, crating, insurance, shipping (roundtrip) if not delivering work in person  
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Cost of travel to and fro if you are hand-delivering the work, plus opening reception, picking up 
unsold work  
 
Your promotions for the show- mailing postcards etc.: 
 
Any costs for this show that you would not have had otherwise: 
 
If all works were entered, selected and sold, what would be your share after paying gallery 
commission? 
 
Looking at the above costs, can you realistically afford to do this right now? 
 
Are there other goals that are a higher priority for you right now that you should be spending money 
on (creating or updating your website; buying materials or tools you really need; attending a class or 
workshop; framing work; etc.? 
 
Benefits  
 
What benefits do you get from entering (even if your work is not accepted)? Could be perks like free 
membership, magazine subscription, printed show catalog, online listing, free admission or discount 
for class or workshop, etc.): 
 
What are your primary reasons for entering this show? Weighing the benefits with the cost will help 
you make your decision. Be realistic about your expectations. 
 
Juror: 
Getting your work in front of an important juror/jurors? 
Does the juror have expertise in your medium/style/genre of art? 
Realistically, what will the benefit be of this person seeing your work? How will you follow up? 
 
Exposure: 
At least one work is guaranteed to be exhibited (this is common in art guild members’ shows)? 
My research shows collectors, art industry professionals or gallerists attend this show seeking artists 
who do work like mine? 
 
Personal motivation: 
Will entering this show motivate you meet important goals you have like building a body of work or 
trying a new style? 
 
Will entering the show motivate you to get your stuff together - to have work photographed, figure 
out pricing, etc.? 
 
Would it just be fun to do - theme is fun, supports a cause you believe in, etc. 
 
Weighing the costs and potential benefits of each show should help you determine whether you think 
entering a show would be a valuable experience for you. If you feel excited about it, go for it! If you 
feel ambivalent about it, maybe there is something else you should be focusing on right now.  
 
Questions? Email me at gayle@gaylemahoney.com 
 




